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$50,000 Goal Set for
Annual Spring Debt Reduction Drive
A goal of $50,000 has been set for the
1979 Dordt College Spring Debt Reduction
to be conducted during the last week of
March.
Most churches in Dordt's constituency
have designated Sunday, March 25, as the
date on which you are asked to place your
Debt Reduction gift envelope in the church
collection plate. The college asks that you
watch your church bulletin for announcements regarding how the drive will be conducted in your church.
Funds raised in the Spring Debt Reduction Drive are used to meet the yearly debt
repayment obligations for various academic
building loans. The total amortization cost
(interest plus principal repayment) which
Dordt must pay this year is $85,000. Ap-

proximately $35,000 in funds from existing
Forward Thrust building fund pledges have
been earmarked for debt reduction. That
leaves $50,000 to be raised in this drive.
The Development Office reports that
over 6,000 people participated in the drive
last year, a remarkable high percentage of
the college's constituency.
The emphasis
this year will again be on participation
rather than size of gifts. $1, $10, $100, or
$1,000; the size of the gift isn't nearly as important as the participation of everyone.
You will receive a letter from Dordt
around March 15 explaining the need and
the program. This letter will contain a gift
envelope which you should use in submitting your gift to the drive.
People who have current pledge com-

Van Groningen to Speak at Commencement

J'

II,

Dr. Gerard
Van Groningen
from
Jackson, Mississippi will address Dordt's
185 seniors at the May 11 graduation exercises.
His speech
is entitled
"One
People-One
Purpose."
A former Dordt College professor, Dr.
Van Groningen is currently Chairman of the
Old Testament Department and Professor
of Old Testament at Reformed Theological
Seminary in Jackson. He has also taught
at the Reformed Theological
College in
Geelong, Australia.
He
holds
a B.D.
from
Calvin
Theological
Seminary, M. Th. from Westminster Theological Seminary, an M.A. and
Ph.D. from the University of Melbourne. He
is presently working on a Th.D. from the
Univer-sity of Potchefstroom.

mitments to the Forward Thrust campaign
will not be contacted for the Spring Debt
Reduction Drive since their pledge includes
an unspecified amount for debt reduction.
This year's drive marks the 24th consecutive year in which the college has conducted a Spring Debt Reduction Drive. This
drive has been the foundation
of the
building program over the years. Dordt is
hopeful and confident that the outstanding
record of support for this program will continue allowing the school to meet or exceed
this year's goal of $50,000.

Commons to be
Remodelled
Plans are underway for remodelling
and adding to the Dordt Commons; bids
were let on February 27. Business Manager
Bernie De Wit described
the proposed
changes. "We plan to improve the kitchen
facilities and the appearance of the dining
area, as well as gain seating space." The
changes are necessitated,
he said, by
Dordt's increased enrollment.
A 25 x 103 foot addition will be added to
the north end of the building for storage,
kitchen
space and a board conference
room. The current conference area will be
used for student dining, opening up space
for 100 more students.
The current kitchen facilities will be
totally remodeled and new sewage lines and
a new dishwasher installed. An improved
ventilating system wilt be installed and the
large windows on the west and east walls
will be replaced with smaller ones in order
to conserve energy. Redecoration of walls
and new lighting are also being considered,
depending on the cost of the total package.
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Two Plays This Spring

From the President's Pen....
by Rev. B.
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A rather unusual combination at first
glance. The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr,
Hyde and Purpalean;e and Other Permutations.
One by a noted English author, the other by
a relatively
unknown
Calvin
College

professor.

Reasons to Rejoice

Chapel Dedication "offering"
For the past two years the Dordt
development personnel have been contacting friends of the college throughout all of
Canada and the United States. The purpose,
of course, was primarily to raise the funds
needed for the new Chapel-Music Center.
What a delightful experience this has been
both for the college president and the
development
officers. We simply cannot
say enough good about the reception we
have received among the people. The loving
and generous support of the people for this
project has been a source of great joy and
encouragement, and gratitude to the Lord.
We are overwhelmed by the love and appreciation for Dordt College among a host
of God's people everywhere. To experience
this is even far more significant
and
meaningful than the actual building itselfbeautiful as that building truly is.
Believe me, if there ever was a time
when we have been not only humbled by the
blessing of the Lord, but also all the more
determined to be faithful to Him and His
people, it is now, after what we have witnessed and heard among God's people
during this campaign.

Reduction drive being conducted in conjunction with the Forward Thrust project. It
comes right now, just prior to the completion and dedication of the Chapel-Music
Center. Obviously, we would like to see a
good response to this last general appeal.
What we are hoping for is an income of
approximately $50,000. We know that there
are several individuals who have more or
less expressed
their intention
of contributing
large amounts
in the general
spring campaign and we know, too, that
many have done so. Perhaps there will be
some nice surprises as we bring our campaign to a close.
In any case we want to express our sincere appreciation
and thanks to all our
people. "The Lord has done great things for
us whereof we are glad!"

Futurist to Address Special Subscribers

Final Dedication Appeal
It is really wonderful that we can approach the date for the dedication of the
new facility with the assurance that it will
be virtually, if not completely,
paid for.
(True, a goodly portion of the sum is
promised. However the rate and regularity
with which these contributions are coming
in assures
us of practically
100%
fulfillment).
Some of the monies raised for the Forward Thrust campaign came through the
two spring general appeals to the people.
This, too, has pleasantly surprised us. Many
of our constituents
have shown their interest by contributing
generously. As you
know, we have one more Spring Debt

What these seemingly unrelated titles
have in common is that both are being
presented by the Dordt College Theatre Arts
Department
this semester. Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde
was played February 15-17, and Purpaleanie
is scheduled for April 25-28.
Mike Stair, instructor of theatre arts,
directed Jekyll. He chose this classic thriller
by Robert Louis Stevenson because of its
relevance to Christianity with its "emphasis
on the wholeness of man. He said, "The
play is a perversion of the doctrine of carnal
man and spiritual man."
Purpaleanie
is a book of poetry by Sletze
Buning (the pen name of Dr. Stanley Wiersma, an English professor at Calvin). Sietze
Buning is well-known for his lighthearted
looks at life in a small Dutch community.
Much of his poetry about his Dutch,
Calvinistic background has been published
in The Banner
Verne Meyer, instructor of theatre arts,
is directing Purpaleanie,
which will include 8
mm films, slide projectors, choral readings,
improvisation,
sound effects, and music.
The cast of 11 will begin rehearsing March
12. The one-act performance should last
about 1V2 hours. Wiersma has been invited
to the opening night performance.
At this point, the April 25-28 presentation is experimental. If it is successful,
Purpaleanie
will be expanded into a full-scale
production next fall.

Noted Futurist Harold Pluimer is the
speaker for the 9th Annual Special Subscribers Banquet April 12. A frequent contributor to periodicals and author of a book
The Frontiers
of Our Time, Pluimer traces the
nostalgia of the past to the tempo of our
time to the shock of the future.
According
to Pluimer,
"The most
dominant characteristic
of our time is in·

credibly rapid change. The changes now
upon us are 50 fundamental and sweeping
that everyone must be made aware of what
is happening.
Too many people are
misreading the signs of our time, Now is not
the time to lose faith, In these bountiful and
beleaguered times what we really need is
perspective-the
ability to see things as
they really are."
"The future, then," he says, "is a vision
to some and, alas, a specter to others. As
usual those who have the most to offer are
the ones willing to risk it, and those who
have nothing to offer are afraid of losing it.
This is nothing more than a modern version
of the parable of the talents."
Mr. Pluimer holds a B.S. from St. Cloud
State College and an M.A. from the University of Minnesota.
He has 8 years experience as a teacher and administrator and
is currently engaged as a consultant, writer
and speaker
for organizations
and industries throughout the country.
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Chapel Progressing Well
Chapel Audio System Termed "Superb"
"The audio system being installed in
this building," said Donald L. Short as he
surveyed the maze of wires in the chapel's
control room, "is superb, one of the finest
in the midwest. Although there are more
elaborate systems, this one is very complete." A specialist in audio systems, Short

is a consulting
sound system.

engineer

for the chapel's

The central control room for the public
address
and recording
system
of the
buildlnq is located in the balcony and is
linked to the auditorium,
the stage, the
organ, and the band and choir rooms. En-

Chapel Service
Oordt students and faculty were able to use the chapel auditorium for chapel services
when second semester began. Chapel services are held on campus two times per week.

Chapel Music Center
The exterior of the chapel music center is now complete. All windows have been installed,
including the stained glass window of the Oordt College seal. (See close-up picture in lower
right corner.)

closed in conduit, 385 feet of unspliced
cables connect the stage with the control
room. John Wolken, electronic
engineer
supervising
the audio installation,
explained, "Any splice or break in the cable or
its shield would allow for noise to creep into
the system. We want to keep a pure clear
sound."
Unspliced cables also run to the choir
and band rooms, and more than a mile of
cable is used in the total system. Six cables
also link the system to Dordt's radio station
KDCR, so that it can broadcast live or
record in stereo any event in the chapel,
band room or choir room.
The central control room itself can also
make both reel-to-reel and cassette recordings of events in the chapel, the band room,
or the choir room. Each of these three
locations
is equipped
with
multiplemicrophones for quality stereo recording.
An intercom system links the control
room with the stage, organ, main floor,
balcony, choir and band rooms, as well as
the wings of the stage. A video monitor in
the control booth makes it possible for the
person recording on that location to see
what is happening in the choir and band
rooms during recording sessions.
John Wolken says he is keeping the
music department informed concerning the
system as it is being installed.
"The
possibilities for its use are almost infinite,"
he says. John will also train KDCR Chief
Engineer John Van Milligan to run the
system and be present to supervise the first
two major performances in the chapel.
The amplifying system in the chapel is
equipped with 14 speakers in a cluster on
the ceiling, each aimed so that the same
sound intensity reaches each part of the
auditorium. Additional speakers are located
under the balcony.
A time-delay mechanism is also being
installed. John explained, "Because electricity travels faster than sound, people at
the back of auditoriums often hear performances with a sort of echo effect-first
through the amplifying system, and then
when the actual sound from the performer
reaches them." The time-delay
system,
which is a recent innovation, builds in a
delay factor so that the sound through the
audio system reaches the listener at the
same time as the sound from the stage.
The audio system for the chapel music
center was designed by Coffeen Anderson
and Associates, Consultants in Accoustics
in Mission, Kansas, and is being installed
by the Omaha Branch of Johnson Controls.
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Dordt Freshman Dies

During Dordt's Christmas break, the
life of Edith Vander Wekken, freshman from
Clive, Alberta ended unexpectedly in an
automobile collision near tnntstetl, Alberta.
Three other young adults from Central
Alberta were also killed in the accident.
In Dordt's student newspaper, Edith's
brother-in-law Charlie Claus wrote the

following tribute:
"Edith
was an outgoing,
dedicated Christian student who was
confessionally alive, struggling to be
a genuine child of God. Her walk with
the Lord was simple, yet profound.
She had always been creative: in High
School she pursued writing extensively and more recently at Dordt, her
unique cards and memos were
becoming a trademark amongst her
friends."
Deanof Students J. B. Hulst addressed
the student body in a January 18 memorial
service. He offered these words of comfort:
"Once again death has made its way into our experience; death has forced its way
into our lives with a shock and with a thud
that leavesus grieving and silent. But finally
the silence must be broken. Something
must be said. But what do you talk about
when death comes?"
Some people, said Rev. Hulst, try to
face death stoically and others try to cover
it up and avoid it. But simply facing death

Dordt Press Prints Two More Volumes
The Dordt Press, which published Dr.
Maatman's The Unity in Creation this fall, is
publishing two more books during Dordt's
second semester. The Armor of Light, a
collection
of Christian short stories
designed for classroom use, was released
in February, Sign of a Promise and Other
Stories, a collection of stories by James
Schaap about early midwestern Dutch immigrant culture, is scheduled for release in
April.
The Armor of Light, edited by Merle
Meeter, is a collection of stories by both
well-known and unknown Christian writers.
Some stories, in one way or another, show a
world in need of Christ the Savior. Others
point more explicitly to people who found
Christ as the answer to life's problems and
riddles. Authors represented in the volume
are: Joseph Bayly, Cor Barendrecht, Paul
Borgman, Hugh Cook, Lawrence Dorr,
Everett Huizenga, Walter Lockwood, Merle
Meeter, Flannery O'Connor, E. William
Oldenburg, James Schaap, Mike Vanden
Bosch, Larry Woiwode, and Mildred Zylstra.
Editor Meeter is currently teaching
English at Christian Heritage College in 1;1
Cajon, California. Prior to taking that
posltlcn he taught English at Dordt College.
Mr. Meeter divided the book into four
eecttons:
Reminiscence,
Historical
Realism, Contemporary Realism, and
Parable.Mr..Meeter has written an introduction for each section and provided study
questions for each story.

The 15 stories in Sign of a Promise and
Other Stories have their basis in the history
of the Dutch immigrants in the midwest
from Wisconsin to South Dakota during the
years 1850-1920. Author James Schaap
commented, "I found the seeds for my
stories in history, then transformed them
into literature. I still feel, though, that they
are representational of the original history."
He changed the names of the historical
characters, but left the places of the
historical events unchanged.
Currently Instructor of English at Dordt,
Mr. Schaap sees himself
as both
celebrating and critiquing his Dutch ethnoreligious heritage. "We need," he said,
"people from within our heritage to critique
and comment on it.... I used to think my
tradition was limiting, but looking at the
past and the present, I wonder if perhaps
some of the things we used to do then were
not more declarative of our Christian faith,
than the things we do now."
Although he used to consider his
heritage limiting, living briefly away from
his traditions altered his viewpoint. "I
began to see that some of the things that I
had felt were extremely pietistic and
legalistic were, in fact, meant to shape me
as an individual in all aspects of my
growth."
The Unity in Creation, The Armor of Light
and Sign of a Promise and Other Stories are all
available from the Dordt College Bookstore.

leaves us weak and frightened, and covering
it up doesn't help either.
What then do you say in the presence
of death? "Sometimes you don't say
anything. At other times you ask questions
primarily of yourself. If this came to me
would I be readyfor it?"
"If you would speak in the presence of
death let your speech be normed by the
Word of God....
Together in Christ, confronted by death you talk about life. On
earth you talk about heaven. Having been
separated, you talk about being together.
Cast into sorrow, you talk about joy.
Recalling an accident on a Canadian highway, you talk about him who is King and
shall return upon the clouds of heaven.Encourage each other with these words."

F acuity on 12
Month Contract
"Professional Accountability" is a term
being heard more otten on college campuses in recent years. Academic institutions
are considering and reconsidering the need for faculty membersto be
professionally involved full-time. For the
past two years a Dordt administrationfaculty committee has been considering
this issue, and, effective for the 1978-79
school year, an official policy has been
adopted.
Under this policy, Dordt faculty members sign a tg.month contract with the
college, which grants a 4 week summer
vacation.
Faculty
members file
a
"Statement of Intent" with Vice President
for Academic Affairs for the remainder of
their summers, which they use for
professional purposes.
Faculty members wishing to put their
summers to non-professional uses may
request a leave-of-absence,for which their
summer salaries are reduced, the amount of
the reduction based on the length of their
leave.
There are two priority levels for
professional use of summer weeks. First
priorities are: 1) Summer school study
towards an advanced 'degree; 2) Course
preparation and revision; 3) Reading,
writing, research,or artistic activity. Second
priorities are: 1) Committee, administrative,
or
departmental
assignments;
2)
Professionally-related community service
such as workshops, conferences, community education, radio programs, musical
tours, and cooperative projects with other
educational institutions or agencies; 3)
Summer teaching.
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1979 Dordt College
Concert Choir

Above: A Kawai grand piano was recently donated to Cordi by a
couple who are long-time friends of the college. Located in the
chapel, the s-toot concert grand has already been used for its first
recital.
Noel Magee, associate professor of music at Dordl, indicated
that there was a favorable response to both the recital

and the

acoustics of the chapel. Describing the piano he said, "It has good
resonance and a very even tone and action, which make it an easy
piano to play. It is a very beautiful instrument for recital purposes."

Picture at right: Cordi College Concert Choir.
During Dordt's spring break, March 22 . April 3 the choir will be

performing concerts in South Dakota, Washington, British Columbia,
Oregon and Montana.

Focus on Communication/Speech
Since 1973 Dordt students have been
able to major or minor in Communication.
Some of these students are now working at
radio stations, or editing small town
newspapers. Several have worked with the
"Back to God Hour." One is working as a
long term volunteer at the CRC Friendship
House. And others are high school and
grade school teachers. Additional career
options open to communication majors are
in the personnel work and advertising.
The communications staft doesn't see
itself as only a career-oriented training,
though. Associate Professor of Speech
Martin Dekkenga commented, "We are
training students for long-term service.
They are the next decade's parents, who
become leaders in school boards, consistories, etc. I want to make a contribution
toward that." Charles Veenstra, Assistant
Professor in Communication, added, "Not

only are we training students for the future,
though; we are also educating them for now
so that they are better people."
The communication department sees
itself as a "service oriented" department,
providing training not only for the current 26
communication majors, but also for students
with other majors. Communication courses
are required, for example, of pre-seminary
students,
pre-nursing
students
and
secretarial science majors.
Communication has been a major at
Dordt since 1973, but was revised in 1977.
Since then it has been listed as Communication/Speech.
Professors Daryl Vander Kooi and
Charles Veenstra were asked by the Vice
President for Academic Affairs to give more
structure to the communication major.
Their in-depth study yielded the following
options for students.

Students enrolled in the program have
an option of several emphases: a general
communication major, or one with an emphasis in journalism or in radio and
television. Students may also choose a
speech major.
"In
our
development
of
the
curriculum," said Professor Veenstra, "we
first developed a definition
of communication, then analyzedthe different kinds
of interaction that take place. Based on that
information and on student need, we structured the course offerings."
Twenty-three
course options are
currently open to students. Among these
are courses in radio production and broadcasting, journalism and expository wJiting,
persuasion and argumentation,
public
speaking, interpersonal communication,
small group discussion, organizational
communication, and oral interpretation.
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Defenders Win Hope Tournament
The Christmas semester break was cut
somewhat short for the Dordt Defenders
basketball team this year. Players returned
to campus on the 27th of December in
preparation for a four-team tourney on the
29th and 30th of December

in Holland,

Michigan.
Arriving in Holland on December 29,
the day of their first game, they got off to a
fine start by edging Hope College 79·76.
They were led in that game by Vande Pol,
scoring 17 points, while Wolterstorff
and

Vogel netted 16 points each.
The next night they clinched

first place

by defeating John Wesley College. Jumping
to a 43-34 lead by halftime, they never
looked back, finishing with a strong 84-71

advantage. Once again Vande Pol was a
scoring-power, netting 22 points. Three
other players swished double figures as

Etcetera
A ministerial conference on campus
January 9-11 studied the topic of "Covenant
Youth in Church Education." Sponsored by
the Continuing Education Committee of
Classis Sioux Center and by Dordt College
the conference was attended by CR and
RCA pastors from as far as Rapid City and
Pella. Evening sessions of the conference
were open to the public and were attended
by about 100people per evening.

Dr. Evan Runner is the scheduled
keynote speaker for the 1979 Association
for Public Justice summer conference. Tom
Skinner is to address a Sunday afternoon
mass meeting, and representatives of
several other minority groups have also
consented to address the conference.

Dr. larry Reynolds, professor
of
education at Dordt College, has been
named a recipient of a lilly Fellowship. The
award is offered under the lilly Instructional Enrichment Program of the Colleges
of Mid·America, Inc. (CMA).

An article under the joint authorship of
Oordt graduate Adolfo Sauceda and Dordt
professor Wytse Van Dijk appeared in the
November 1978issue of theAmerican Journal
of Physics.
Entitled "An exact Hartree
solution of a one-dimensional many-body
problem with two- and three-body interactions," the article was partially the result of
calculations made by Sauceda in an individual studies course at Dordt.

well, Vogel with 14 points, Van Zanten 12,
and Visser 10. Vande Pol, and Visser with
his excellent floor-work, were both elected
to the All-Tourney team. Meanwhile Hope
College defeated Trinity College in other action, to determine third and fourth places
respectively.
In season competition the Defenders
have a record of 9 wins and 9 losses. With a
strong finish they could make the District
15 NAIA Playoffs this year. With eight
games left to play, the Defenders will have
home-court advantage for their last five
games, which could be an important factor
in the outcome of their season.
Leading scorers to date are Vande Pol
with 314 points (and over 1,000 career
points), followed by Van Zanten with 218,
and Vogel 192 points.
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Calendar of Events
March 5-7

History lecture Series,
Dr. Robert Swieringa
March 16
Band Concert
March 19-20Voting Members Annual Meeting
March 22
Spring Break Begins
Apri13
Classes Resume
Choir Concert
April8
April 12
Special Subscribers Banquet
Orchestra Concert
April21
April22
Chorale Concert
April 25·28 Theatrical Performance of Purpaleanie

April 27
May3
May 10
May 11

Area High School Band Festival
Band Concert
Chapel Dedication
Commencement

Women's Team Doing Well
As a team reaches the mid-point of a
season, people stop to compute a few
statistics, to reflect on the first half of the
season, and to. speculate about the second
half. Not only are a few statistics essential
for a coach in guiding a team, but they often prove interesting to' fans as well.
The Women's Basketball Team has
won 6 games and lost 4 in the first half of its
20 game season, accumulating a .600 percentage. Forward lisa Vander Walleads the
sharpshooters, finding the mark for 140
points, followed closely by Shelli Van
Ginkel with 136, Aria Vander Woude 121,
and Diane Dodd with 118. Van Ginkel leads
in rebounding, with 87, followed by Vander
Wal with 70, and Aria Vander Woude leads
the team in the steals department with 54,
followed by Val Schaap and Shelli Van
Ginkel with 35 and 32 respectively.
These figures hint at the reason for the
team's success. The score sheets don't

Dordt College
Sioux Center, Iowa 51250

reveal any dominant superstars, but rather,
a team that is well-balanced and consistent.
Since there are no seniors on the team
and the roster includes seven freshman,
most players are expected to return next
year, experienced at playing together and
therefore making the Women's Basketball
Team even more lethal on the court.

Planned Gifts
-Friends of Dordt in the Northwest Iowa
area have committed themselves to giving
1/10 of their estate to Christian Education.
Oordt College will share in that gift.
-A couple from Minnesota have named
Dordt College as the recipient of a
significant share of their estate.
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